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Jurisdiction, once properly acquired, is not divested by irregularities or errors of the court or parties. 


A court is not generally divested of jurisdiction, properly acquired, by the court's error in the resolution of a matter on the merits, | 
whether of fact, or law, or both,” or other irregularity,” error, or impropriety of action or determination,* even as to an error 
in adhering to a state rule? or statute,” particularly one that is merely directory, and not mandatory, ’ and particularly when the 


court's jurisdiction is derived from the state constitution.® A venue error does not divest the court of subject matter jurisdiction.” 


Subject matter jurisdiction, properly acquired, is not generally destroyed by the failure to follow a procedural requirement, 10 or 
by procedural irregularities such as a defect in process in relation to a party, |! at least in the absence of some harm or prejudice 
shown to affect a party, 12? but exceptions may apply, as when a procedural defect interferes with the accomplishment of statutory 
purposes. 3 Otherwise, a party's failure to comply with a procedural requirement may justify the court's dismissal of the action 


but does not divest the court of subject matter jurisdiction. 14 


Personal jurisdiction, once acquired, is not divested by the court's error of law or procedure. 15 
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